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PROTECTING
A MAINE
LANDMARK

The
Great
Heath
The Maine Chapter, working together
with the town of Columbia and the state
Bureau of Public Lands, has preserved
the last unprotected portion of the Great
Heath, one of Maine’s best known
natural landmarks.
The Great Heath requires superlatives.
At 4,300 acres, it is New England’s
largest peatland. It is the largest expanse
of open bog in Maine; it would easily
take half a day to walk across. The heath
has been called "a showcase of the
unique character and variety of Maine’s
peatlands,” and "one of Maine’s most
significant natural features.” In his
book, Bogs of the Northeast, Charles
Johnson wrote that the heath’s "charac
ter, size and pristineness make it one of
the most significant peatlands in the
Northeast.”
Protection of the heath has long been a
priority of the state and the Maine
Chapter. The state Bureau of Public
Lands owns 3,300 acres of heath lands in
the unorganized township north of
Columbia. The town of Columbia owns
Hank Tyler

the rest—more than 1,000 acres. The
southern portion of the heath has long
been threatened by mining. Several years
ago the town acquired the lands for back
taxes owed by a peat mining developer.
The people of Columbia especially
value the heath as a favorite area for
outdoor recreation. "Almost nobody in
town wants to see that land exploited,”
said first selectman Barlett Smith.
Last year, a friend and former trustee
of the Chapter offered to buy the town’s
land and donate it to the Conservancy.
Unfortunately, like many other tracts in
Maine involving peatlands, the boundary
descriptions and other aspects of the
property’s title proved to be impressive
in their utter lack of clarity. Because of
the title problems, the sale fell through.
Realizing that the title problems
prohibited an outright purchase, but
that the heath was too important to leave
unprotected, we decided to employ a
little-used real estate tool which will
provide maximum protection for this
area at minimum cost.

The tool is a right-of-first-refusal. By
buying this right, for a tiny fraction of
the property’s appraised value, an
interested purchaser is guaranteed the
opportunity to match any future offer
made for the land. By purchasing a
right-of-first-refusal, the Conservancy
can be assured that the land will not be
sold for development, mining or other
non-conservation purposes, without
TNC having a chance to match the
purchase offer.
We have also signed a 15-year
renewable management lease agreement
that will allow the Conservancy to
manage the Great Heath property as a
nature preserve, conduct ecological
studies and ensure that the land stays
open to public access.
By establishing one more substantial
barrier to speculative offers, the Con
servancy’s right-of-first-refusal and
long-term management lease should be
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Memorial gifts

the director's corner
bv J Mason Morfit, executive director

The recent passage of the $35 million
public lands acquisition bond issue, by a
margin of two-to-one, was a tremendous
victory for the people of Maine and for
the Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy. It is probably fair to say
that this is the most significant single act
on behalf of protecting Maine’s natural
heritage since Governor Baxter’s mag
nificent gift of Baxter State Park.
While Governor Baxter acted alone,
the $35 million bond effort required the
skills, hard work and financial generosity
of innumerable organizations and in
dividuals. Prominent among the organi
zational supporters were the Maine
Coast Heritage Trust, the Maine Audu
bon Society, the Natural Resources
Council of Maine, and last, but definitely
not least, the Sportsman’s Alliance of
Maine. Unfortunately, key individual
supporters were far too numerous to be
named here. They know who they are;
we’re deeply grateful to each of them.
At this time of year, when our annual
appeal is in the mail, we literally can’t
afford not to highlight the Conservancy’s
own contribution. Apart from countless
hours of staff and volunteer time over
more than a year, the Maine Chapter
provided the major financing for the
bond issue effort.
The referendum campaign coalition,
Citizens to Save Maine’s Heritage, is

working to repay a substantial Con
servancy loan, but it is likely we will be
left with a permanent investment in the
bond issue campaign of at least $75,000.
Clearly, the return on our investment
is tremendous. But a $75,000 reduction
in our operating reserve account is a
matter of serious concern. In the short
term, we lose the interest we would
otherwise have earned on those funds—
interest income that constitutes a
substantial portion of the Chapter’s
already-tight operating budget formu
lated months ago. In the longer run, the
reduction in operating reserves greatly
diminishes our ability to weather
unanticipated financial crises (the recent
stock market crash may prove to be a
case in point), or to seize unexpected
opportunities (for example, a fleeting
chance to buy a threatened tract of prime
natural habitat). Our operating reserve
account is our financial lifeboat and, at
the moment, it’s seriously deflated.
It would be tragic, as well as ironic, if
our efforts to pass the bond issue
resulted in a greatly diminished ability to
take advantage of the tremendous
opportunities it presents. When you
consider your response to this year’s
annual appeal, please be as generous as
you can. The bond issue was very much
our victory; let’s make the most of it.

Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Jack Consenstein
Madge Fairfax
Sidney R. Gordon
Edward H. Harringan
Mark Noepel
Eleanor Houston Smith

Corporate memberships
We are pleased to have received
support from the following, and welcome
them as corporate members of the Maine
Chapter.
L.L. Bean, Inc.
(National Corporate Associate)
Mechanical Insulation Services

Foundation support
We are pleased to recognize and thank
the following foundations for their
support of the Maine Chapter.
The Baldwin Foundation
Fore River Foundation
Fund for the Preservation of Wildlife
and Natural Areas
Maine Community Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Frank Weeden Foundation
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The $35 million bond issue will allow the state to protect unspoiled natural lands for
the people of Maine.
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in the news
Central Maine Power agrees to
protect Plains property
The Chapter has signed a 10-year No
Spray agreement for Central Maine
Power’s land on the Kennebunk Plains.
CMP has agreed that it will not apply
herbicides to control the vegetation on
its powerline right-of-way, which bisects
TNC’s Kennebunk Plains Preserve. In
return, the Conservancy has agreed to
manually control the vegetation on the
right-of-way according to CMP standards.
Like the rest of the Plains, the CMP
property provides outstanding habitat
for several endangered plant and animal
species. Under the new agreement, these
species will benefit by being managed as
part of TNC’s preserve.
We have also signed a No Spray
agreement for the Marshall Preserve in
Kennebunk.
This spirit of cooperation on the part
of CMP is very much appreciated, and it
is certainly not limited to conservation
organizations. The No Spray Program is
available to any landowner whose
property abuts CMP’s. For more
information, call Stan Grover at CMP
(623-3521, toll-free 1-800-972-8600),
or write to the Brush Control Depart
ment, Central Maine Power, Edison
Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330.

The Douglas Mountain volunteers enjoy
the view from the tower.

Douglas Mountain workday
Undaunted by the snow and cold, 20
energetic volunteers made the Douglas
Mountain workday a success. Between
cleaning out waterbars on the trail and
clearing brush from the summit, the
crew enjoyed a hearty lunch in the
warmth of Kathy Hoglund’s home.

Thanks to all of you who'helped out, and
special thanks to Kathy and her 4H
helpers for providing such a fine meal!
Due to the unexpected snow, work on
the stone tower had to be postponed. So
if you missed this workday, you’ll have
another chance to participate next
spring—keep your eyes open for an
announcement in the newsletter.
The Douglas Mountain volunteers:
Ted, Allen and Jason Greene, Dave
Heath and Debbie Dolan, Kilton
Andrews, Jr., George and Joanne Booth,
Tony Giaccolone, Dennis Myshrall,
Herb Thompson, Barbara Quintet,
Keith Neuntzig, Tom Vigue, Ward
Ricker, David Clark, Bruce Anstutz,
Bette Low, Tony French. Thanks again!

Christmas wish list
In past years generous members have
supplied us with second hand propane
refrigerators, camp stoves, lanterns, axes
and hammers, binoculars, reference
books and even a lawn mower for
Damariscove Island Preserve. In hopes
there are more creative—and generous—
Santas out there, here is our wish list for
Christmas 1987!
• Alas, we are sinking! The old craft

in Damariscove harbor now resembles a
sieve. We need a boat that holds three for
the harbor use of our caretakers and
island visitors. Dents, dings, peeling
paint, missing oars, etc. are no obstacle,
as long as it floats reliably.
• Donation or loan for one month/
summer of a portable, gas-powered
weed-whacker for clearing preserve
trails through heavy grass and small
shrubs.
• Indian pumps and extra water
containers for fire safety, especially for
Damariscove, Great Duck, and Great
Wass islands.
• Portable, battery-operated marine
band radio for offshore island use.
• Two-way radio with 5+ mile range
for safety of researchers at remote field
locations.
• Assorted hand tools to aid Damaris
cove caretakers in maintenance and
minor construction jobs.
• Spotting scope(s) for use of Heritage
zoologists and Morse Mountain Plover/
Tern Warden.
• A small, light canoe (one or two
person "puddle-duck” type) to help
Heritage biologists explore remote
waterways.

What happens to my contribution?
The Nature Conservancy maintains a
number of different funds and makes a
number of different funding appeals. This
can be confusing, but it has the advantage
of permitting donors to have a great deal
to say about exactly how their contribu
tions are used. The following is a
summary of major funds and fund
policies as they affect Maine Chapter
members.
Membership dues: Split 50-50 between
the Maine Chapter and national pro
grams. All renewal notices are handled
by the national office.
Life membership contributions: A dona
tion of $1,000 earns the donor and
spouse life membership in the Conser
vancy. At the donor’s choice, the funds
can be placed in the Maine Land
Preservation Fund, or national endow
ment funds. Land donors receive
automatic life memberships.
Project contributions: Used solely to
cover direct costs of acquisition and
future costs of protection of a specific

natural area project designated by the
donor.
Corporate contributions: Donations
from Maine companies are used solely
by the Maine Chapter. Donations from
national companies based in Maine are
shared with the national office.
Science and stewardship contributions:
Members can make specific contribu
tions to support the Heritage Program’s
efforts to identify rare species and
natural communities, and to the Steward
ship Program for long-term preserve
management.
Chapter annual appeal: Provides
support for the Chapter’s operating
budget, and keeps us running. Donations
to the annual appeal are not membership
renewals.
National general fund appeal: Supports
national and regional office programs,
including a modest amount of direct
financial support for state programs.
Also not a membership renewal.
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This article was written by Peter Troast, a
conservation activist and political consultant
who served as staff coordinator for Citizens
to Save Maine's Heritage. Rarely has so
much been done for so many for so little.
September 9: John Kauffmann, a friend
and active conservationist from Mount
Desert, calls to say that a citizens’
coalition, Citizens to Save Maine’s
Heritage, needs a staff coordinator for its
campaign to pass a $35 million bond
issue for public land acquisition. In
subsequent conversations with John and
others, I get a consistent message: this
referendum question has significance
well beyond the $35 million it will
provide for public lands. Its success or
failure will have a major impact on
future land conservation efforts in
Maine. I consider the autumns I’ve
missed after seven years in California
and jump at the chance.
September 14: The first of many
meetings of the campaign strategy
committee: referendum campaign man
ager and Maine Chapter chairperson
Sherry Huber; the Conservancy’s execu
tive director Mason Morfit and associate
director Kent Wommack; Maine Coast
Heritage Trust associate director Jay
Espy; former Department of Conserva
tion commissioner Dick Anderson; and
campaign co-chair Angus King, a lawyer
and member of the Governor’s Com
mission on Outdoor Recreation. Instead
of the staid conference rooms I’m
accustomed to, I sit in a rocking chair
next to the woodstove in Angus’ house.
A black lab puppy jars my hand as I
desperately take notes. Maine feels good.
Meet with Kent in a maternity ward,
since his wife’s due to give birth to their
first child at any moment. Kent brings
me up to date on the earlier campaign
that shepherded the bond issue through
the Legislature, and the preliminary
strategy for the referendum campaign.
In the afternoon, I meet the coalition’s
advisor, Dr. Chris Potholm, at Bowdoin
College, where he teaches government.
After 15 years as a campaign consultant,
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Campaign journal
Chris knows Maine politics exceedingly
well. It seems that, unlike Californians,
Mainers don’t pass every referendum
that comes along. In fact, he says, very
few voters know about the public lands
bond issue, and many are wary of a bond
with a $35 million price tag. We need to
get the word out.
September 17: The morning paper is
full of the Moody Beach case. Judge
Broderick has ruled in favor of the
private landowners who sought to
restrict public access to their beach. The
Portland Press Herald calls the decision "a
shot in the arm” for the bond issue.
September 18: The Roger Williams
Agency is creating our TV spots. Bud
Leavitt, a sportsman and veritable Maine
institution, has agreed to be our TV
spokesman. Everyone is ecstatic about
his generously donated support.
September 22: Miraculously, the TV
spots have been filmed, edited and
produced over the weekend. We agree
that the ads are powerful and will get our
message across. One spot is more
dramatic than we’d imagined: when a
"Keep Out” sign pops out of a lake, it
frightens a flock of wild ducks into
flight. Roger Williams should get a
distinguished service medal for time
spent in a cold lake in late September.
September 24: Today’s finance com
mittee meeting signals the first of our
weekly races to pay for TV time.
Stations demand cash up front, and to
assure quality time slots, we have to pay
a week in advance. Thanks to the
generous and timely donations of our
supporters, we make the first payment
with a little room to spare.
September 26: Bright green "Vote Yes
on #10” posters are going out in Maine
Audubon’s Habitat, the Natural Re
sources Council’s Maine Environment,
and TNC’s Maine Legacy. Financed by a
grant from the Conservancy’s national
office, produced by TNC’s Ruth Ann
Hill, and printed with phenomenal speed
by the J.S. McCarthy Company, the
posters are designed to make our
message clear: "Keep Maine Land Open
for Maine People.”
While handing posters out at the
Common Ground Fair, I encounter a
semi-friendly debate between the
Humane Society people and a man from
the Maine Trappers Association. I offer

them posters. When the trapper sees
what the issue is, he extends a huge hand
and says, "Give me a bunch of those, this
is the most important issue on the |
ballot.” Both sides agree that this is
probably the first, and last, time they’ll j
ever agree on anything. I walk away
tickled at how support for the bond issue
crosses so many ideological lines.
October 1: With a little more than a ’
month to Election Day, our volunteer
campaign is in full gear. Several evenings
each week, campaign workers, including
a preponderance of TNC trustees,
members and staff, call volunteers to
urge them to write their local papers and
put posters up around town. It takes
little convincing; everyone has a special
spot that has been closed off or lost to
development, and is anxious to put
his/her views in writing.
October 2: Euphoric after our volunteer
calls, we learn that, although support is
strong among those who know about the
issue, a significant number don’t know
it’s Question 10. With an unusually
large number of voters still undecided,
we’re afraid our question may be getting |
lost among the other bond issues. We r
know from the legislative campaign that»
organized opposition is out there, and
wonder when they will resurface.
October 8: Support for the bond issue
is unprecedented for a land conservation
campaign. The Maine Publicity Bureau
and the Maine Real Estate Developers
Association mail to their members on
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our behalf. UNUM Corporation and the
Maine Savings Bank make significant
contributions and distribute information
to their employees. Many civic and
business leaders give their support,
including Governor McKernan, L.L.
Bean president Leon Gorman, philan
thropist Elizabeth Noyce, marathoner
Joan Benoit Samuelson, and Casco Bank
president Jack Daigle.
October 13: Nearly half the voters are
still undecided, but some consistent
themes are coming through. In the
north, sportsmen are saying "I don’t
want to be closed out.” In the south and
along the coast, it’s "Our access must be
preserved.”
October 20: With only two weeks left,
people are eager to help. TNC board
member Ellen Wells signs up more than
a half-dozen friends in an evening. One
of our volunteer letter writers says, "I
want to thank you for helping me get
excited about this. It got to the point
where I couldn’t have slept without
writing the damn letter.... I hope the
outcome is favorable.”
October 26: Our bill for the last week’s
TV time is due. Despite the finance
committee’s best efforts, it doesn’t look
as if we’ll be able to make the payment.
The Nature Conservancy has already
contributed more than its share to the
campaign coffers, and once again saves
the day by lending the campaign enough
money to get through the crunch.
October 28: After weeks of desperate
efforts to raise money to buy TV time,
we learn from our media buyer Betty
Angell that a small opposition group is
being given free time by local stations.
While the stations are under no legal
obligation to do so, they feel required to
air both sides of every issue, even if one
side has chosen to spend its money on
mailings and other materials, rather than
television. We politely accept a lesson in
the ironies of the political process.
October 29: We still have the problem
we feared from the start; although a
majority of voters want to do the right
thing, many still don’t know which of
the many bond issues is the one for land
acquisition. We add a new TV spot, just
words and voices, reinforcing the idea of
protecting public access by voting "Yes
on 10.”
Jean Cabral, chairperson of "Whatever

|
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Happened to Local Control?”, the
opposition group, is speaking in Bruns
wick tonight. Anxious to hear what she
has to say, I decide to attend. Either we
are looking pretty good, or something
else is happening in town; a Brunswick
couple, Jean and I are the only ones
there. Forgoing a formal presentation,
we engage in a cordial discussion of the
issue. At the end, the couple decide that
they’ll be voting "Yes on 10” after all.
October 31: After spending most of the
day putting up posters in Portland, and
too full of pre-election jitters to do much
else, I drive slowly Downeast to "check
the pulse.” Our posters are everywhere—
at Moody’s Diner, even Perry’s Nut
House. 1 stop in each town to buy the
local paper, and only one dampens my
enthusiasm with a negative editorial. 1
am amazed at the letters-to-the-editor,
on average four or five in support, none
opposed.
November 3: Election Day. In spite of
the crummy weather, voter turnout is
higher than expected—a good sign for
us. After the polls close at 8 p.m., those
involved in the campaign gather at the
Portland Regency Inn to await the
election results. And right from the start,
it looks like we’re headed for an amazing
win. 65% in Lewiston. 59% in Presque
Isle. A whopping 76% in Portland.
At 10 p.m., the Associated Press calls
it a victory for us, with approximately
65% of the vote. Angus King delivers an
eloquent and heartfelt speech, thanking
all the campaign’s supporters, and the
people of Maine, for choosing to protect
and pass on a legacy of Maine land for
future generations.

Postscript
Never having worked with TNC before, I
am astonished at the organization’s
phenomenal contribution to this campaign.
From day one, when the bond issue was but
an idea, TNC was the glue, the guts, and the
backbone of this effort. From its national
and state staff, to its trustees, to its members,
I can't recall a group of people who, with
such reliability, do what they commit to do
and do it so well. This would have been a far
different campaign, and probably not a
successful one, were it not for the Con
servancy.
Peter Troast

Chapter trustees attend
Snowbird Conference
Three members of the Maine Chapter
board of trustees attended The Nature
Conservancy’s Annual Conference held
in September at Snowbird, Utah.
Sherry Huber (Maine Chapter Chair
person), Peter Corcoran (Vice-Chairper
son) and Tony Owens (Treasurer)
attended three days of seminars and
national Board of Governors’ Committee
meetings along with TNC members and
staff from all over the country.
"The Conference gave us an oppor
tunity to communicate with volunteers
and staff from other states as well as
national staff and board members,” said
Sherry. "We reviewed with them the
Conservancy’s mission, structure, his
tory, major planning objectives and key
programs.”
A full day was spent in small discussion
groups examining the Conservancy’s
organization and structure on the
national, regional and state levels. The
Maine delegates and many others
stressed that state programs and directors
are the key element in the Conservancy’s
success.
Additionally, these groups were asked
to critique the Latin American program
(with an eye to encouraging greater
involvement at the state level), respond
to a proposal for a national capital
campaign (it must benefit and be
coordinated with state fund-raising
campaigns), and discuss the plan to
establish a national endowment for
conservation to replace the expiring
Land and Water Conservation Fund
(this effort would require extensive
work to convince our Senators and
Representatives; another great grass
roots opportunity for our members and
friends).
Seminars on subjects such as "Conser
vancy Finances,” "The New Tax Legisla
tion” and "How to Recruit and Maintain
Outstanding Chapter Board Members”
as well as roundtable discussions on
everything from "Planning for Steward
ship Needs” to "Economic Development
and Conservation Planning” kept the
several hundred delegates well-occupied.
"It was informative and worthwhile,”
said Sherry, who was elected to the
national Board of Governors at the
Conference. "Peter, Tony and I returned
to Maine with a better understanding of
national and other states’ activities and
with real pride in the Maine Chapter’s
accomplishments. ’ ’
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heritage
Notes from the field

by John Albright,
heritage program director

Unravelling the mysteries of Maine’s
natural history is no small task, and
neither is it new. For more than 300
years, beginning with John Josselyn in
the 1600s, Maine naturalists have
steadfastly sought out the rare, the
unusual and the commonplace, classi
fying and recording what they found.
In the grand scheme of things, the
Heritage Program is a very new
phenomenon. Still, in the last four years,
we have recorded a number of important
new finds in Maine. In fact, we are
harvesting the fruits of the labors of
many naturalists who, whether through
avocation or vocation, continue to
classify and record Maine’s natural
history.
The single largest, and most viable,
organization of naturalists in Maine is
the Josselyn Botanical Society. "JBS”
members have been meeting annually for
nearly 100 years to study Maine’s flora.
Virtually all of our current knowledge of
rare plants and their distribution in
Maine is built on years of individual and
collective efforts by members of JBS.
Maine botanists have diverse interests
in the realm of botany. One person may
be expert at knowing the goldenrods and
asters, and still be driven to rediscover
plants like the netted chain fern, which is
considered extirpated in Maine. Others
have mastered the complex and con
founding taxonomy of the sedges—not
all sedges have edges, and not all rushes
are round. Others study nonvascular
plants, discovering mushrooms that
have never been seen in North America,
or lichens that heretofore were known
only from New Zealand. And sometimes
a visiting Swedish botanist discovers a

diminutive moss that was considered
extirpated from Maine growing in a lawn
in Saco.
The more zoologically oriented Port
land Society of Natural History and the
Maine Field Naturalist Journal are long
gone, but the spirit lives on. The Maine
Breeding Bird Atlas and the Maine
Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project are
tangible examples of the continuing great
collective interest in understanding
Maine’s fauna.
The list of ordinary people who have
dedicated themselves to becoming
expert naturalists, of scientists and
graduate students, of visitors from other
states and other countries who visit
Maine and share their experience and
expertise is nearly endless. All, however,
contribute to the pool of knowledge
about Maine’s biological diversity.
The Natural Heritage Program works
hard to keep up with this expanding
information base. Indeed, our primary
objective is to compile and analyze this
wealth of information to help direct the
conservation efforts not only of the
Conservancy but all who strive to
protect Maine’s natural diversity.
Heritage Program staff scientists also
have special areas of interest and
expertise, and we do contribute to the
record. But whenever we write about
another new species discovered in
Maine, or of a species that is less rare
now than we once thought, think first of
the literally hundreds of naturalists who
brave seeping cliff faces, ocean gales, and
late, bleary-eyed nights in the company
of a microscope and volumes of tiny
text, all for the sake of learning a little bit
more about the natural world that is
mankind’s life-support system.

Chapter research program
continues
Although stewardship funds will be
especially tight this year (due to our
reliance on endowments whose yield has
diminished with falling interest rates),
research to guide preserve management
decisions remains a high priority. To
encourage research use of our preserves
in general, and, especially, to direct and
focus research toward management
needs of our rarest species and most
unique ecosystems, the Maine Chapter is
again seeking proposals to our Research
Contracts Program (formerly known as
Small Grants). Priority research goals for
1988 include:
Design and implement pre- and
post-prescribed burn monitoring of
vegetation in a pitch pine/scrub oak
woodland that is habitat for rare
lepidoptera as well as several game
species.
• Design and implement plan to test
the effect of various management
options for a fen community and
selected rare plant species.
• Track movement and feeding habits
of foxes in back dune and forest of Bates
Morse Mountain Coastal Research
Area.
• Using town records, historic photo
graphs and oral histories, research land
use and burn histories relevant to special
natural communities such as the Atlantic
White Cedar bog in Appleton, pitch
pine barrens in Waterboro, the Plains in
Kennebunk and Morse Mountain in
Phippsburg.
Although proposals addressing the
above topics will be given priority, other
proposals will be considered and may
include literature reviews, inventories,
or investigations of particular sites or
species. However, all proposals will be
judged on whether the research will
further the primary work of The Nature
Conservancy, namely the protection and
management of rare species and natural
communities.
Application guidelines and a back
ground sheet describing the scope of the
research problem and desired products
for each priority topic are available from
the Chapter office. The deadline for
applications is February 12, 1988.
Interested researchers are encouraged to
talk with Barbara Vickery, Director of
Science and Stewardship, before sub
mitting a proposal (729-5181).

..."The future for land use in Maine

will belong to those who can buy it.”
Bangor Daily News editorial (10/30/87)

Heath
from page one

the only legal interests needed to
effectively protect this outstanding
natural area forever.
Because the state’s Bureau of Public
Lands already owns 75 percent of the
Great Heath, we also arranged for the
right-of-first-refusal to be assignable to
the state, in the unlikely event that it
would have to be exercised.
This real estate deal is one more
example of the creative approaches to
land protection which the state can
employ in spending the $35 million for
public land acquisition recently approved
by Maine voters. In the case of the Great
Heath, it is a solution that made the
Columbia selectmen very happy; their
heath and public access to it will be
preserved, and the town will receive a
small income from the property.
By Kent Wommack

A great heath

Drawing by Saxon; © 1983 The New Yorker Magazine. Inc.

"It’s good to know about trees. Just remember nobody ever made any big money knowing
about trees."

Recently it seems like everybody has been talking about development
pressures on Maine’s landscape. But talk is cheap; to actually save the land,
you have to put your money where your mouth is.
In the past twelve months, the Maine Chapter has protected $2.4 million
worth of prime natural areas—and successfully led the year-long coalition
effort to provide $35 million for public land acquisition. We’ve "put our
money where our mouth is,” to save more of the very best of Maine for future
generations.
Please check your mail for the Maine Chapter’s Annual Appeal and give as
generously as you can. After all, the future of land in Maine really will belong
to those who can buy it. Let’s make sure we get there first.

The Great Heath is supplied with
water and nutrients through rainfall,
instead of streams or groundwater. Such
rain-nourished, or ombrotrophic, bogs are
restricted to northern regions where
adequate moisture is maintained by a
wet and cold climate. Although the
heath is primarily an example of an
inland domed bog, it is close enough to
the ocean to also have plants such as the
baked apple berry (Rubus chamaemoris)
that usually are found in maritime
peatlands.
For at least a decade, scientists have
studied the vegetation, structure and
hydrology of the heath. Initial surveys
have revealed more than 75 species of
wetland plants, including an enormous
population of dragon mouth orchid
(Arethusa bulbosa). Scientists consider
the heath to be extremely important as a
source of descriptive information and
baseline data on peatlands in general.
The Pleasant River meanders through
the heath, making for one of the state’s
most beautiful canoe trips. Rated Class
A, the Pleasant River is protected under
the Maine Rivers Policy. The Great
Heath acts like a giant sponge, holding
excess rainfall, then gradually releasing it
to the river. Mining the heath would
destroy this balance, and could endanger
the river’s fine native run of Atlantic
salmon.
Maine Legacy, December 1987—7

Conservation awards
presented at Chapter Annual Meeting
More th&n 100 Maine Chapter mem
bers journeyed to the Chapter’s Annual
Meeting in Bethel. After a full day of
field trips, everyone was glad to repair to
the warmth of the Bethel Inn for a fine
meal and after-dinner talks.
After dinner, Frank Boren, the
Conservancy’s national president, pre
sented President’s Public Service Awards,
one of TNC’s highest honors, to two key
participants in the Chapter’s recent
acquisition of the Big Reed Pond
Preserve.
Rob Gardiner, former director of the
state Bureau of Public Lands, was cited
for his unflagging efforts to arrange the
three-way swap between the state, the
Conservancy and the landowners. The
swap resulted in the Conservancy’s
purchase of the Big Reed old-growth
forest, and the state’s acquisition of
more than 1,500 acres of important
recreational lands along the Allagash
Wilderness Waterway.
"Rob Gardiner’s commitment was
one of the major reasons this landmark
conservation agreement succeeded,”
said Boren. "His hard work and
dedication made protecting these beauti
ful and threatened wildlands possible.”
The second public service award was
given to the Pingree Heirs, former
landowners of the Big Reed forest.
Owners of the Big Reed land for more
than a century, in the 1950s the Pingrees
set it aside as a protected area. Recog
nizing the great importance of the area,
they asked the Conservancy to acquire
the land and protect it for the future.
"Without the Pingrees’ foresight, we
would have lost this irreplaceable forest
wilderness. They went the extra mile to
protect the forest, patiently working
through the swap agreement, then

pledging a generous donation to the
Conservancy’s fund-raising campaign,”
said Boren.
The Maine Chapter also honored two
of its trustees for their contributions.
Ellen Wells of Falmouth, retiring board
chair, was hailed for her dedicated
leadership of the Chapter’s $1.1 million
fund-raising campaign for Big Reed Pond
Preserve. Nearly $ 100,000 remains to be
raised to complete the campaign.
Ed Richardson of South Portland was
acclaimed for his work on behalf of the
Conservancy for the past 30 years. One
of the Chapter’s earliest trustees, Ed did
much of the critical legal groundwork
for protection of open space in Maine. In
addition to his volunteer work and pro
bono counsel for the Conservancy, Ed
has been an active leader in many
conservation projects, including the
Friends of Bigelow.

Former Bureau of Public Lands director
Rob Gardiner accepts the President’s
Public Service Award from Frank Boren,
national president of the Conservancy.

Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
122 Main Street
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, ME 04086
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Happy Holidays
and
the best for the New Year
from the
Maine Chapter trustees and staff
8—Maine Legacy, December 1987

Maine State Library
State House Sta #64
Auqusta HE 0433^

Make Your Wish
Your Will
If your wish is to see natural areas
forever preserved, make it your will.
Through your will, you can protect
habitat vital for Maine’s critically
threatened plants and animals... and
for the enrichment and enjoyment of
generations to come.
Your will can be a wish come true.
To confidentially explore a bequest
to The Nature Conservancy, or to
receive sample bequest language for
review by you and your attorney,
please contact Mason Morfit at the
Chapter office, P.O. Box 338,
Topsham, ME 04086; (207)
729-5181.
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